“Reading is a passport to countless adventures.”
Mary Pope-Osbourne

At PS), our approach to guided reading is structured and comprehensive. We teach whole class guided reading sessions, five times a week, from Year 2 to Year 6.
We use the acronym VIPERS to teach guided reading. This is an effective way to ensure children are answering questions based on vocabulary, inference,
explanation, retrieval, and sequencing/summarising. We focus on a different VIPER throughout the week to offer a diverse range of question types that promote
critical thinking and enhance our childrens' comprehension skills. Our children read a core text throughout the term as well as a variety of linking texts to ensure
they are accessing a range of texts types across the year.

Year group Key skill- Vocabulary




Year 6

* evaluate how the authors’ use of language impacts upon the reader

« find examples of figurative language and discover how this influences the reader and contributes to meaning or
mood.

« discuss how presentation and structure contribute to meaning.

+ explore the meaning of words in context by ‘reading around the word’ and independently explore its meaning in
the broader context of a section or paragraph.

Year group

Key skill- Inference

Year 2

» make inferences about characters’ feelings using what they say and do.

* infer basic points and begin, with support, to notice subtler references.

» answering and asking questions and modifying answers as the story progresses.
* use pictures or words to make inferences.

Year 3

« infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their stated actions.

« justify inferences by referencing a specific point in the text.

» ask and answer questions appropriately, including some simple inference questions based on characters’
feelings, thoughts and motives.

» make inferences about actions or events

Year 4

» ask and answer questions appropriately, including some simple inference questions based on characters’
feelings, thoughts and motives (I know this because questions).

« infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their stated actions.

« consolidate the skill of justifying them using a specific reference point in the text.

» use more than one piece of evidence to justify their answer.

Year 5

« drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence.

» make inferences about actions, feelings or events.

« use figurative language to infer meaning.




Year Group Key skill- Predict




Year group Key skill- Explain




Year group

Key skill- Retrieval

Year 2

* independently read and answer simple questions about what they have just read.
* asking and answering retrieval questions.

« draw on previously taught knowledge.

* remember significant event and key information about the text that they have read.

Year 3

* use contents page and subheadings to locate information.
« learn the skill of ‘'skim and scan’ to retrieve details.

* begin to use quotations from the text.

* retrieve and record information from a fiction text.

« retrieve information from a non-fiction text.

Year 4

» confidently skim and scan texts to record details.
* using relevant quotes to support their answers to questions.
* retrieve and record information from a fiction or non-fiction text.

Year 5

« confidently skim and scan, and also use the skill of reading before and after to retrieve information.

* use evidence from across larger sections of text.

* read a broader range of texts including myths, legends, stories from other cultures, modern fiction and archaic
texts.

* retrieve, record and present information from texts.

» ask my own questions and follow a line of enquiry.

Year 6

+ Children confidently skim and scan, and use the skill of reading before and after to retrieve information. Using
evidence from across whole chapters or texts.

* Read a broader range of texts including myths, legends, stories from other cultures, modern fiction, plays,
poetry and archaic texts.




* Retrieve, record and present information from a wide variety of texts.
» Ask my own questions and follow a line of enquiry.

Year group

Key skill- Summarise/Sequence

Year 2- sequence

* discuss the sequence of events in books.

« retell using a wider variety of story language.

« order events from the text.

* begin to discuss how events are linked focusing on the main content of the story.

Year 3

* identifying main ideas drawn from a key paragraph or page and summarising these.
* begin to distinguish between the important and less important information in a text.
* give a brief verbal summary of a story.

« teachers begin to model how to record summary writing.

* identify themes from a wide range of books.

* make simple notes from one source of writing.

Year 4

« use skills developed in year 3 in order to write a brief summary of main points, identifying and using important
information.

* identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph.

+ identify themes from a wide range of books.

» summarise whole paragraphs, chapters or texts.

* highlight key information and record it in bullet points.

Year 5

» summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, page, chapter or the entire text identifying
key details to support the main ideas.

* make connections between information across the text and include this is an answer.

« discuss the themes or conventions from a chapter or text.

+ identify and summarise themes across a wide range of writing.

Year 6

» summarise information from across a text and link information by analysing and evaluating ideas between
sections of the text.




ideas.

* summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the main

» summarise entire texts, in addition to chapters or paragraphs, using a limited amount of words or paragraphs.

VIPER

| Vocabulary

Example question type

Vocabulary

Draw upon knowledge of wocabulary in order to
understand the text.

Example gquestions

What does the word ......... mean in this sentence?

Find and copy a word which means ..........

What does this word or phrase tell you about ... ?
Which waord in this section do you think is the most
important? Why?

Which of the words best describes the
character/setting /mood etc?

Can you think of any other words the author could have
used to describe this?

Why do you think .......... is repeated in this section?

1 Reading Vipers

Vocabulary

Find and explain the meaning of words in context

Example questions

What do the words ...... and ...... suggest about the
character, setting and mood?

Which word tells you that....?

Which keyword tells you about the
character/setting/mood?

Find one word in the text which means......

Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning
to.......

Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that.......




Inference

1 Reading Vi

Infer

Make inferences from the text.

Example questions
Why was....... feeling........?
Why did ... happen?
Why did ......... 58y .......?
Can you explain why.......... ?

What do you think the author intended when they

How does ......... make you feel?

2 Reading'

Infer

Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text,

Example questions

Find and copy a group of words which show that...

How do these words make the reader feel? How does
this paragraph suggest this?

How do the descriptions of ...... show that they are ........
How can you tell that......

What impression of .._.. do you get from these
paragraphs?

What voice might these characters use?

What was ... thinking when.....

Whao is telling the story?




Predict

2 Reading

Predict

Predict what might happen from the details given and
implied.

Example gquestions

* From the cover what do you think this texst is going to be
about?

* 'What is happening now? What happened before this?
What will happen after?

= What dees this paragraph suggest will happen next?
What makes you think this?

* Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the
plot develops?

* Do you think... will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain
your answer using evidence fram the text.

1 Reading Vipers

Predict

Predict what you think will happen based on the
information that you have been given.

Example guestions

* Look at the book cover/blurb — what do you think this
book will be about?

*  What do vou think will happen next? What makes you
think this?

* How does the choice of character or setting affect what
will happen next?

* What is happening? What do you think happened
before? What do you think will happen after?

* What do you think the last paragraph suggests will
happen next?

Explain

1 Reading Vipers

Infer

Make inferences from the text.

Example questions

* Why was....... feeling.......7

* Why did ............ happen?

* Whydid ... 58y e ?

+ Can you explain why. f

* What do you think the author intended when they

5aid..........?

* How does .......... make you feel?

2 Reading

Infer

Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text.

Example questions

Find and copy a group of words which show that...

How do these words make the reader feel? How does
this paragraph suggest this?

How do the descriptions of ... show that they are ........
How can you tell that......

What impression of ... do you get from these
paragraphs?

What woice might these characters use?

What was .... thinking when.....

Who is telling the story?




Retrieve

Retrieve

Identify and explain the key features of fiction and non-
fiction texts such as: characters, events, titles and
information.

Example questions

What kind of text is this?

‘Who did.....7
Where did.....?
When did....7?

‘What happened when.....7
‘Why did ........ happen?
How did .......?

Retrieve

Retrieve and record information and identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction.

Example guestions

How would you describe this story/text? What genre is
it? How do you know?

How did...?

How often...?

Who had...? Who is...? Who did....?

What happened to..?

What does.... do?

How:.... [5....7

What can you learn from ...... from this section?
Give one example of......

The story is told from whose perspfctjve?

Summarise/Sequence

Sequence

Sequence the key events in the story.

Example questions
Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happened?
What happened after ... ?
What was the first thing that happened in the story?
Can you summarise in a sentence the
opening/middle/end of the story?
In what order do these chapter headings come in the
story?

Summarise

Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph

Example questions

Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they
happenad?

What happened after .7

What was the first thing that happened in the story?
Can you summarise in a sentence the
opening/middie/end of the story?

In what arder do these chapter headings come in the
story?




